[Quality of life of leprosy patients' group in Vietnam].
Vietnam has achieved WHO's leprosy elimination goal at a national level, but there are a lot ofex-leprosy patients who have severe physical disabilities in the leprosy treatment centers and resettlement villages. The purpose of this study is to analyze the quality of life (QOL) of ex-leprosy patients in Vietnam. The study was conducted in two leprosy treatment centers in Vietnam. The SF-36v2 QOL survey was used to evaluate the leprosy patients' health related conditions, and as a comparison group, SF-36v2 QOL survey was provided to a random group from the general population to measure the general groups' health related conditions. For those participants aged from 10 to 29 years old, the patients' group scored lower than the general group in each of the following categories; Role physical, Bodily pain, General health perceptions, Vitality, Social functioning, Role emotional. On the other hand, middle aged and elderly participants were found to show no significant difference between the patients' group and the general group. In comparing the two leprosy treatment centers, the score of Role physical and Role emotional were significantly higher in the leprosy treatment center where vocational training programs for leprosy patients are offered. From these results, the use of vocational training program is one of the effective methods for improving the QOL of the patients' group.